
SPRING 2024: LIT2000 Course Syllabus 

 

Contact Information 

 

Instructor: Dr./Professor Galina Rylkova  

Email: grylkova@ufl.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, and by appointment 

Course Description 

This self-paced and entirely online course examines the unique and changing role literature has 
played in individuals’ lives and in society. It is centered on three deceptively simple questions: 
What is literature? Why do we write literature? And why do we read literature? It introduces 
students to a range of literary genres, from different countries and historical periods. 

Among the primary aims of this course is to help students develop the critical skill of analysis 
and interpretation. Students will also learn how formal and stylistic elements as well as historical 
context shape the meaning and significance of literature. By becoming more skillful readers of 
literature and its contexts, students become better readers of the worlds that literature addresses, 
develop their ability to decipher meaning from language, and better understand their own 
interactions with science, technology, media, commerce, and politics. 

 



Course Objectives 

In addition to gaining a deeper appreciation of the expressive potential of language and the 
varieties of literature, you will develop a broader cultural literacy and an understanding of the 
changing definition and role of literature in society. 

Therefore, by the conclusion of the course you will be able to:  

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the content of specific literary works and the structures and 
conventions of different literary genres. 

2. Produce critical readings of literary texts, using different methods of interpretation and 
analysis. Identify and interpret formal and genre-related elements in the studied texts. 

3. Critically assess the variety of roles that literature has played historically and continues to 
play in the human experience. 

4. Draw connections between literary texts and their biographical, historical, and cultural 
contexts of authorship and reading. 

 

General Education Information 

LIT 2000 counts for three (3) hours of the University of Florida’s General Education 
Requirement in the Humanities (H) area by providing instruction in the key themes, principles 
and terminology of a humanities discipline. Course with the Humanities (H) designation 
reflects the following objectives: Humanities courses provide instruction in the history, key 
themes, principles, terminology, and theory or methodologies used within a humanities discipline 
or the humanities in general. Students will learn to identify and to analyze the key elements, 
biases and influences that shape thought. These courses emphasize clear and effective analysis 
and approach issues and problems from multiple perspectives. 

Course Requirements 

Prerequisites 

This course requires that you have taken ENC1101. 



  

Required Materials 

You are responsible for obtaining the following texts in translation specified from the University 
Bookstore, other Gainesville booksellers, ordered online, or checked out from the library, etc. 

1. Sophocles, The Three Theban Plays, trans. by Robert Fagles. 
2. Dante, Inferno, Portable Dante, trans. by Mark Musa. 
3. Walt Whitman, Song of Myself 
4. Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, trans. by Constance Garnett. 
5. Montesquieu, Persian Letters, a new translation by Margaret Mauldon, Oxford World's 

Classics. 
6. Jennine Capó Crucet, How to Leave Hialeah. 

All other texts will be provided by the Instructor as PDF files. 

Check out this article  

Links to an external site. on the advantages of slow reading and reading physical books. 

Minimum Technology Requirements 

The University of Florida expects students entering an online program to acquire computer 
hardware and software appropriate to their degree program. Most computers are capable of 
meeting the following general requirements. A student’s computer configuration should include: 

• Webcam 
• Microphone 
• Broadband connection to the internet and related equipment (cable/DSL modem) 
• Microsoft Office Suite installed (provided by the university) 



Individual colleges may have additional requirements or recommendations, which students 
should review before starting their program. 

Minimum Technical Skills 

To complete your tasks in this course, you will need a basic understanding of operating a 
computer and using word processing software. 

Materials/Supply Fees 

There is no supply fee for this course. 

Zoom 

Zoom is an easy-to-use video conferencing service available to all UF students, faculty, and staff 
that allows for meetings of up to 100 participants. 

You can find resources and help using Zoom at the University of Florida's Zoom  

Links to an external site. website. 

Grading Policy 

I will make every effort to have each assignment graded and posted within two weeks of the due 
date. 

Course Grading Policy 

Assignment Points 
Participation in Course assignments and 
discussion boards 20% 

 1 Close Reading of a literary text or passage  20% 
 1 Critical Analysis paper 25% 
 2 take-home exams 15% each = 30% total 
 2 quizzes 5% 

Participation in assignments and discussion boards (20%)  

 



 

There will be mandatory written, occasional quizzes, and complete/incomplete creative 
assignments that will contribute to this portion of the final grade. 

Students are also required to contribute ideas, comments and answers to various Interpretive 
questions. 

Interpretive (or Critical) questions are open-ended and are concerned with textual meaning. They 
ask for opinions on themes, figurative language and symbolism within the narrative or text. They 
also ask for judgments regarding the period, history, politics and ethical questions that are 
relevant to the text. The open-endedness of Interpretive and Critical questions—which often use 
phrases such as "do you think" or "why do you suppose"— indicates that there may well be 
neither simply "right" nor simply “wrong" answers; the success of a response is based on the 
evidence and reasoning students employ to support their analysis and judgment. 

  

Close Reading Assignment: 750 words (20%)  

This assignment will test student skills in close reading, especially as that skill pertains to works 
of poetry and short fiction. Students will be expected to analyze a text carefully and develop an 
argument regarding the whole of the text through a close reading. No outside sources may be 
used for this assignment. All students, whatever their grade, will have the option to rewrite 
the essay. 



 

Critical Analysis Paper: 1,500 words (25%) 

This assignment asks students to combine close reading skills with critical concepts or historical 
information introduced in one of the supplemental readings. The goal is for students to produce a 
strong conceptual argument supported by textual and contextual evidence.  

2 Take-Home Exams (15% each = 30% total) 

 Method of assessment will be 2 on-line take-home exams (each exam is worth 15%, or together, 
30% of the total grade). Take-home exams will be distributed on-line (via Canvas). You will 
have from 5 to 7 days to complete them. The exams will be comprised of short essay questions 
based on readings, lectures and discussion sections. See course calendar for the exact days. 

Grading Scale 

Percent  Grade  Grade Points 
93-100% A 4.00 
90-92% A- 3.67 
87-89% B+ 3.33 
83-86% B 3.00 
80-82% B- 2.67 
77-79% C+ 2.33 
73-76% C 2.00 
70-72% C- 1.67 
67-69% D+ 1.33 
63-66% D 1.00 



Percent  Grade  Grade Points 
60-62% D- 0.67 
0-59% E 0.00 

See the current UF grading policies  

Makeup Policy 

Except in the case of certified illness or other UF accepted excuse there will be no make-up 
option for missed or late assignments/exams. Where possible, make-ups should be arranged by 
email or in person prior to the expected absence. In case of illness, student should contact 
instructor on his or her return to classes. 

Requirements for make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with 
university policies that can be found on UF's Attendance Policies  

As this is an online class, you are responsible for observing all posted due dates and are 
encouraged to be self-directed and take responsibility for your learning. 

UF Policies 

University Policy on Accommodating Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first register with the Disability 
Resource Center  (352-392-8565) by providing appropriate documentation. Once registered, 
students will receive an accommodation letter that must be presented to the instructor when 
requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as 
possible in the semester. 

University Policy on Academic Conduct 

UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge, which states, “We, the members of the University 
of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honesty 
and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code." On all work submitted for credit by students at the 
University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: "On my honor, I have 
neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment." The Student Honor Code 
and Student Conduct Code specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and 
the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to report any condition that facilitates 
academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
consult with the instructor or TAs in this class. 

Plagiarism 

The Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code states that: "A Student must not represent as 
the Student’s own work all or any portion of the work of another. Plagiarism includes but is not 
limited to: 



• Stealing, misquoting, insufficiently paraphrasing, or patch-writing. 
• Self-plagiarism, which is the reuse of the Student’s own submitted work, or the 

simultaneous submission of the Student’s own work, without the full and clear 
acknowledgment and permission of the Faculty to whom it is submitted. 

• Submitting materials from any source without proper attribution. 
• Submitting a document, assignment, or material that, in whole or in part, is identical or 

substantially identical to a document or assignment the Student did not author." 

COPYRIGHT Information 

Some of the materials in this course are possibly copyrighted. They are intended for use only by 
students registered and enrolled in this course and for instructional activities associated with and 
for the duration of the course. They may not be retained in another medium or disseminated 
further. They are provided in compliance with the provisions of the Teach Act. 

Netiquette and Communication Courtesy 

It is important to recognize that the online classroom is in fact a classroom, and certain behaviors 
are expected when you communicate with both your peers and your instructors. These guidelines 
for online behavior and interaction are known as netiquette. 

• Security 
• General Guidelines 
• Email 
• Discussion Boards 
• Zoom 

Remember that your password is the only thing protecting you from pranks or more serious 
harm. 

• Don't share your password with anyone. 
• Change your password if you think someone else might know it. 
• Always log out when you are finished using the system. 

Getting Help 

Technical Difficulties 

For help with technical issues or difficulties with Canvas, please contact the UF Computing Help 
Desk at: 

• http://helpdesk.ufl.edu  
• 352-392-HELP (4357) 
• Walk-in: HUB 132 



Any requests for make-ups (assignments, exams, etc.) due to technical issues should be 
accompanied by the ticket number received from the UF Computing Help Desk when the 
problem was reported to them. The ticket number will document the time and date of the 
problem. You should email your instructor within 24 hours of the technical difficulty if you wish 
to request a make-up. 

Health and Wellness 

• U Matter, We Care: If you or someone you know is in distress, please email 
umatter@ufl.edu, call 352-392-1575, or visit U Matter We Care to refer or report a 
concern, and a team member will reach out to the student in distress.  

•  Visit Counseling and Wellness Center website; or call 352-392-1575 for information on 
crisis services and non-crisis services.  
•  Student Health Care Center: Call 352-392-1161 for 24/7 information to help you find the 
care you need, or visit the UF Student Health Care Center  
•  University Police Department: Visit the UF Police Department  
•  Links to an external site. website or call 352-392-1111 (or 9-1-1 for emergencies).  
•  UF Health Shands Emergency Room/Trauma Center: For immediate medical care in 
Gainesville, call 352-733-0111, or go to the emergency room at 1515 SW Archer Road, 
Gainesville, FL 32608; Visit the UF Health Shands Emergency Room/Trauma Center  

Academic and Student Support 

• Career Connections Center: For career assistance and counseling services, visit website 
or call 352-392-1601.  

• For various ways to receive assistance concerning using the libraries or finding resources, 
visit the UF George A. Smathers Libraries Ask-A-Librarian  

•  Teaching Center: For general study skills and tutoring, visit the UF Teaching Center 
website or call 352-392-2010.  

• Writing Studio: For help with brainstorming, formatting, and writing papers, visit the 
University Writing Program Writing Studio website or call 352-846-1138. 

Course Evaluations 

Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of 
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on 
how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available on the GatorEvalsFAQ 
page. Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens and can complete evaluations 
through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, 
or via the GatorEvals  website. More information about UF's course evaluation system can be 
found at the GatorEvals Faculty Evaluations  

Tips for Success 



Taking a course online can be a lot of fun! Here are some tips that will help you get the most of 
this course while taking full advantage of the online format: 

• Schedule "class times" for yourself. It is important to do the coursework on time each 
week. You will receive a reduction in points for work that is turned in late! 

• Read ALL of the material contained on this site. There is a lot of helpful information that 
can save you time and help you meet the objectives of the course. 

• Print out the Course Summary located in the Course Syllabus and check things off as you 
go. 

• Take full advantage of the online discussion boards. Ask for help or clarification of the 
material if you need it. 

• Do not wait to ask questions! Waiting to ask a question might cause you to miss a due 
date. 

• Do your work well before the due dates. Sometimes things happen. If your computer goes 
down when you are trying to submit an assignment, you'll need time to troubleshoot the 
problem. 

• To be extra safe, back up your work to an external hard drive, thumb drive, or through a 
cloud service. 

Course Calendar 

UNIT I: WHAT IS LITERATURE? 

MODULE 1: The Borders of Literature: 

• Anna Akhmatova, “He loved Three Things” (PDF file) 
• Viktor Shklovsky, “The Resurrection of the Word” (a PDF file) 
• “Introduction: What is literature?” Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An Introduction 

(1983), 1-15: https://www.dartmouth.edu/~engl5vr/Eagle1.htmlLinks to an external site. 
• Bob Dylan: “It’s Alright, Ma, I’m Only Bleeding”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYajHZ4QUVM 
• Lyrics: http://bobdylan.com/songs/its-alright-ma-im-only-bleeding/Links to an external 

site. 
• Dylan’s the Nobel Prize acceptance speech: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/12/speech-bob-dylan-nobel-
prize/510332/Links to an external site. 

• Martin Luther King, “I have a dream” (speech, text and audio): 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm)Links to an external 
site. 

MODULE 2: Drama  

Sophocles, Oedipus Rex: 
http://abs.kafkas.edu.tr/upload/225/Oedipus_the_King_Full_Text.pdfLinks to an external site. 



Igor Stravinsky, “Oedipus Rex” (opera): 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Q6f1rYDVLw&list=RD1Q6f1rYDVLw&start_radio=1&t=243
5s 

Peter Gelb's production of Stravinsky’s opera: 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYypSAC9uKA&t=445s 

MODULE 3: Epic  

Dante, Inferno, Cantos I-V; XXVI; XXXIV; Purgatory, Cantos I, XXX-XXXII. 

MODULE 4: Poetry  

• Walt Whitman, Song of Myself 

• Charles Simic, “The Poet’s Pencil” https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2017/12/03/the-
poets-pencil/Links to an external site. 

MODULE 5: Short Story:  

• Steven Millhauser, “The Ambition of the Short Story” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/05/books/review/Millhauser-
t.html?pagewanted=print (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.Links to an 
external site. 

• Hemingway, “A Very Short Story”: http://mrirwin.pbworks.com/f/Hemingway,+Ernest+-
+A+Very+Short+Story.pdf (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.Links to an 
external site. 

• Flannery O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (a PDF file) 

• Frank O’Connor, “My Oedipus Complex”: http://www.cyc-net.org/cyc-online/cycol-
0201-oconnor.html (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.Links to an 
external site. 

MODULE 6: WRITING & REVIEW  

• MID-TERM  
• CLOSE READING EXERCISE (750 words)  

UNIT II – WHY DO WE WRITE? 

MODULE 7: Shaping Citizens: Moral Instruction  

Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment 



MODULE 8:  Writing and Review: TEST 2  

UNIT III WHY DO WE READ? 

MODULE 9: Exploration & Discovery: 

            Montesquieu, Persian Letters  

MODULE 10: Moving Beyond the Self  

Jennine Capó Crucet, How to Leave Hialeah 

• "Low Tide"; "How to leave Hialeah"; 
• "Men who punched me in the face" 

MODULE 11: How can literature and art in general help us nowadays?  

 Create your own lists of works that have to be read by young educated adults all over the world 
(5). 

Critical Analysis Paper (1,500 words) 

 

 

	


